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The  total  foreign  trade  of  Martinique  for  the  year  1916  aggre- 
gated $18,304,840  (imports  $0,533,803  and  exports  $11,771,037),  an 
increase  of  $5,420,643  as  compared  with  1915.  France  and  its 
colonies  took  all  of  the  exports  of  Martinique,  except  abont  $29,000 
worth,  of  which  sum  the  United  States  received  $4,165  and  Great 
Britain  $4,074,  the  remainder  being  divided  among  various  countries 
in  small  quantities. 

Exports  of  Sugar,  Rum,  Cocoa  Beans,  etc. 

The  statistics  for  1916  indicate  an  increase  of  expoits  aggregating 
$3,379,564  compared  with  1915. 

The  exports  of  sugar  were  34,444  metric  tons  (2,204,6  pounds),  a 
decrease  of  4,482  tons  compared  with  1915.  x\ltliough  the  quantity 
of  sugar  produced  on  the  island  for  1916  was  much  less  than  in 
former  vears,  the  hijih  prices  received  show  an  increased  value  of 
$660,6831 

The  quantity  of  rum  distilled  for  the  year  1916  was  7,801,055  gal- 
lons, an  increase  of  570,645  over  the  production  of  1915.  The  total 
exports  were  6,175,935  gallons,  domestic  consumption  890,266  gal- 
lons, and  the  remainder  was  held  in  stock. 

The  export  of  cocoa  beans  indicates  a  decrease  in  quantity  as  com- 
pared with  1915  of  179.3  metric  tons.  The  quantity  exported  in 
1916  was  326  tons,  and  in  1915,  503.3  tons. 

The  quantity  of  coffee  exported  in  1916  was  3.5  metric  tons,  and 
in  1915,  9  tons,  a  decrease  of  5.5  tons. 

There  was  no  exportation  of  cassia  worthy  of  mention  in  1916, 
The  export  of  canned  pineapples  in  1916  amounted  to  69.25  metric 
tons,  and  in  1915  to  86.79  tons,  a  decrease  of  17.54  tons. 

Vanilla  exports  for  1916  were  1,759  pounds,  and  for  1915  were 
3,626  pounds,  a  decrease  of  1,867  pounds. 

The  decrease  in  the  exports  of  coffee,  cocoa,  pineapples,  and  vanilla 
for  1916  was  largely  caused  by  the  failure  to  secure  transportation 
for  these  products.  A  considerable  quantity  of  each  of  these  com- 
modities was  held  in  stock  to  aAvait  transportation  facilities. 

The  re-export  trade  covered  more  articles  than  in  previous  vears. 
its  total  value  being  given  at  $843,812  for  1916  and  $560,583  for"  1915; 
The  principal  articles  entering  into  this  trade  are  beverages,  wine 
and  mineral  waters,  metals,  manufactures  of  woods,  chemicnl  prod- 
ucts, grains,  vegetables,  coffee,  tobacco,  and  empty  casks. 
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Value  of  Exports. 

The   following  table  shows  the  value  of   the  principal   articles 
exiDoi'ted  from  Martinique  during  1915  and  1916 : 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Briclcs..                         

$1,110 

189, 798 

1,450 

28,500 

1,911 

13. 160 

3,153 

5,522,948 

1,500 

Siirar 

S4, 582, 420 

$5, 143, 103 

S238,e06 

4,413 

25,553 

$1, 136 

Coffee 

Vaiiilla 

S7,412 

47, 982 

3,610 

Hides 

All  otlier  articles 

15,846 

Total 

Pineapples 

19,686 

7,8.30,8'>0 
560,. 583 

10, 927, 225 

Reexports 

843,812 

2,904,818 

Total,  aU  exports 

SemoUna 

8,391,473 

11,771,037 

Principal  Imports  into  Martinique — Countries  of  Origin. 

The  total  imports  into  Martinique  during,  1916  aggregated 
$6,588,808.  a  45  per  cent  increase  in  value  over  the  preceding  year, 
and  the  quantity  of  the  commodities  imported  was  also  greater. 

The  United  States  furnished  coal,  flour,  fertilizers,  provisions, 
edible  oils,  petroleum  products,  lumber,  and  other  structural  material, 
breadstuffs,  vehicles,  and  numerous  articles  for  household  and  general 
supplies,  aggregating  $2,966,884. 

The  products  supplied  by  France  are  principally  manufactured 
articles,  cloth,  textile  fabrics,  machinery,  wines,  li(]uors,  hardware, 
provisions,  and  general  supplies,  aggregating.  $1,847,840.  The  French 
colonies  supply  this  trade  with  mola.^ses,  tropical  products,  and  re- 
shipments  of  general  supplies,  which  taken  together  amount  to 
$162,950. 

The  imi^orts  from  the  United  Kingdom  are  largely  fertili7ers  and 
manufactured  articles,  in  all  aggregating  $899,446;  the  colonies  send 
rice,  molasses,  provisions,  dried  fish,  mineral  oil,  cloth,  and  sundry 
articles,  altogether  totaling  $700,950. 

St.  Martin  furnished  Maiiinique  with  salt  and  other  products, 
valued  at  $21,140;  Chile,  fertilizers  to  the  value  of  $139,183;  India, 
rice  to  the  value  of  $86,808;  and  the  West  Indies  shipped  molasses, 
cattle,  and  tropical  products.  Cattle  were  imported  in  considerable 
quantities  from  Central  America. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  value  of  the  imports  received  in 
Martinique  from  various  countries  during  1915  and  1916: 


Countries. 

1915 

1916       ' 

1 

Countries. 

1915 

1916 

S651 

S5,558 
5,100 

399,446 

36,808 

700, 8.58 

139, 188 

20,971 

4,342 

1,847,340 

162,9.50 

4,200 

456 

Panama 

S7,501 
9,746 
7,235 

S4,364 

Brazil 

Porto  T  ico 

79, 193 

British  Empire: 

Great  Brit.ain 

363,1.50 

7,166 

147,443 

31,672 

St.  Martin 

21,140 

Spain .    

1,628 

India 

Sweden 

1,607 

Otlier  British  colonics . . . 

Switzerland 

1,073 

1,590 

2,254,518 

11,817 

Chile 

St  Thomas 

18,940 

Dutch  Guiana 

United  States.. . 

2,966,884 

Ecuador 

97, 566 

I'rance 

1,533,525 

93,200 

4,494 

1,746 

28,014 

3,447 

Total  

Haiti 

4,492,724 

6,533,803 

Italy.                

Martinique's  Trade  with  the  United  States. 

The  United  States  sold  more  merchandise  to  Martinique  in  1916 
than  ever  before,  furnishing  more  than  45  per  cent  of  all  goods 
imported. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  total  value  of  the  principal  imports 
entering  Martinique  during  1916  from  all  countries,  and  also  the 
amounts  received  from  the  United  States : 


Articles. 


Alimentary  fats: 

Tallow 

Lard 

BaTS.  jute 

Beer 

Bread  stii  lis: 

Biscuits,  sweet 

Biscuits 

Corn 

Corn  flour 

Flour 

Oats 

Rice 

Semolina 

Butter 

Cement 

Chemicnls: 

S'llphuricacid 

Soda,  refined 

Meth^'lir  ilrohol 

Carbide  of  caUium 

Coal 

Coffee 

Copper 

Cordage  twine  and  rope 

Cotton: 

V.'aste  and  flocks 

Fabri'  s  of  cotton— 

^     Blejched 

Unbleached 

Dyel 

Fforn  dved  yarn 

PriUed 

Clothing 

Fertilizers: 

Guano 

Sodium  nitrate 

Si  Iphate  of  ammonia 

Superphosphates 

Fish: 

Codfish 

HerriT^s,  salted 

Sar  -ines 

Fruits,  canned,  compotes 

Glass  and  crystal 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures: 

Iron  iu  bars 

Hoops 

Sheets  of  iron 

"Wire  of  iron  and  steel 

Steel  in  bars 

Rails  of  iron  and  steel 

Strai  ht  axles 

Sheets  of  steel 


Imports 
from 
United 

States. 


$1,266 

27, 7.59 

4,0.>4 

3,637 

532 

1,844 

27, 74.5 

1,S46 

570.(133 

11,170 

4,177 

9S0 

9,632 

17,812 

2,261 

190 

407 

52.5 

416, 064 

4,997 

6,262 

3,903 

406 

2,035 
4,S0o 
2,500 
2,760 
1,512 
866 


182,267 
34,053 
80,796 

77,942 
36, 472 


1,317 
8,146 

6,200 
63, 467 
6,431 
2,S6S 
4,894 
32,353 
4,045 
4,021 


Total 
imports. 


S5, 632 
28,215 
58,  .561 
18,947 

4,140 

7,  .590 
28, 3  K) 

1,847 

580, 673 

11,170 

202, 5?3 

4.,  280 
18,884 
21, 737 

4,487 

338 

967 

635 

452,  (■35 

41,657 

8,288 

30,650 

1,027 

135, 132 
1^, 102 
33,265 
33,4^0 
51,418 
73, 43S 

143,6.55 

311,505 

194,907 

80, 79P 

355, 649 

41,277 

5,233 

6,143 

26,697 

12,560 
85, 750 
9,637 
5,450 
5,340 
33,293 
11,636 
4,905 


Articles. 


Iron    and    steel    manufac- 
ture';—Continued. 

">^->iIs 

Scr  'ws,  screw  eyes,  rivets 

Jewel  y 

Hides  and  skins: 

Tanned  or  tawed 

Curried 

Shoes 

Meats: 

Preserved 

Salted- 
Pork  (ham  and  ba- 
con)   

Beef,  etc 

Matches 

Molasses 

Musical  instruments :  Pianos . 
Oils: 

Cottonseed 

Linseed 

Mineral — 

Refined ,  essence 

Crude 

Heavy  oils  and  resi- 
due of  petroleum.  . 

Ole  "^margarine 

Paper 

Paper  card  of  board  for  boxes. 

Pai  -its 

Pottery 

Salt 

Se  ving  machines 

Soap 

Sulphur 

Tobacco  leaf 

Ve^.ctables: 

Beans 

Onions 

Potat03s 

Vehicles  and  parts:    Motor 

cars 

Woods  and  manufactures  of: 

Furniture 

Lumber:,  etc. — 
Boards  over  35  ram. . 
Boards  less  than  35 

mm 

Railway  ties 

Shocks,  barrels 

Slaves 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


Imports 

from 
United 
States. 


.?2,080 

17,964 

489 

1,805 

665 

4,970 

14,565 


139, 229 
3S,  612 
12,061 


207, 370 
3,140 

21,123 
31,514 

20,220 
6,861 
4,451 
1,637 
3,270 
1,075 
398 
5,757 

39, 787 
101 

12,018 

17, 734 
2,070 
10,285 

54, 997 

5,518 

39,345 

56,530 


172,553 
131,390 
204,364 


Total 
imports. 


$3,665 
57,038 
69, 710 

60,296 

7, 540 

29,051 

22,055 


161,120 
38,703 
21,192 

300, 634 
3,744 

207, 387 
9,110 

27,280 
32,695 

33,913 
103, 965 
27,450 

3,614 
18,  681 
22,760 

7,337 

6,050 
72,S'34 

3,676 
12,057 

39, 577 
19, 985 
27, 307 

63,981 

14, 705 

41,398 

57,783 

7,432 

173,295 

134,690 

1,377,584 


2,966,884  I  6,533,803 


Adverse  Agricultural  Conditions. 

*  The  commerce  and  industries  of  Martinique  are  dependent  upon  its 
agricultural  products.  The  general  conditions  in  the  colony  for  the 
year  1916  were  unfavorable  for  the  production  and  harvesting  of 
crops. 

The  sugar  cane  suffered  from  pest  and  disease,  covering  a  gradually 
increasing  area,  making  it  necessary  to  destroy  a  portion  of  the 
growing  crop.  The  area  devoted  to  the  production  of  sugar  cane 
has  considerably  increased  in  recent  years,  which  has  helped  main- 
tain the  total  production.  The  yield  of  sugar  from  the  cane  crop  of 
1916  shows  a  decline  of  about  iS  per  cent,  while  the  production  of 
rum  shows  an  increase  of  about  8  per  cent  as  compared  with  1915. 
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The  quantity  of  coffee,  cocoa,  vanilla,  and  pineapples  exported 
show  a  heavy  decline  compared  with  1915  caused  in  part  by  the 
inability  to  procure  transportation,  and  considerable  quantites  of 
each  are  held  in  stock  and  will  be  shipped  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
decreased  exports  of  coffee  for  1916  as  compared  with  1915  was  over 
160  per  cent;  of  cocoa,  50  per  cent;  of  vanilla,  nearly  50  per  cent;  and 
of  pineapples,  25  per  cent. 

Production  of  Sugar  and  Rum — Other  Industries. 

Sugar  making  and  distilling  rum  are  the  chief  manufacturino-  in- 
dustries of  Martinique  and  are  the  only  ones  of  importance  oiTthe 
island. 

There  are  15  large  sugar  factories  operated,  each  Avith  a  rum  distil- 
lery attached  to  utilize  the  by-products  from  the  cane.  The  suo-ar 
centrals  include  the  plantation  upon  which  the  factory  is  located  and 
arc  usually  owned  by  corporations.  The  plantations  are  generally 
managed  separately  from  the  factories.  The  cane  produced  by 
planters  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mills  is  taken  under  an  agreement  sat- 
isfjictory  to  both  parties,  and  the  planters  are  encouraged  to  increase 
their  output. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  induce  the  planters  and  the  factories  to 
use  more  of  the  cane  products  for  sugar,  instead  of  distilling  it  into 
rum,  which  has  been  the  most  j^rofitable  in  the  past  three  years. 

The  rum  distilleries  other  than  those  attached  to  the  sugar  fac- 
tories are  located  in  districts  where  the  area  of  cultivation  is  not 
sufficiently  large  to  support  a  modern  sugar  factory.  In  some  of  the 
districts  it  would  be  impossible  to  transport  the  cane  to  a  sugar  fac- 
tory, and  without  these  small  distilleries  large  portions  of  the  land 
would  remain  uncultivated. 

In  1915  there  were  83  distilleries  in  operation  and  in  1916  there 
were  88.  The  industrial  distilleries  (in  which  rum  is  made  from 
molasses)  manufactured  1,400,206  gallons  of  rum  in  1916;  distil- 
leries belonging  to  the  sugar  centrals^ produced  4,237,828  gallons,  and 
agricultural  distilleries  (those  making  rum  from  cane  juice)  manu- 
factured 2,162,923  gallons.  The  total  quantity  of  rum  distilled  in 
Martinique  in  1916  was  7,801,055  gallons:  of  this  am.ount  6,236,934 
gallons  was  exported;  681,516  was  in  stock  December  31:  and 
882,605  gallons  were  consumed  locally. 

There  are  in  operation  in  Martinique,  8  factories  for  making  lime; 
1  pineapple  canning  factory;  1  factory  for  making  cocoa  powder; 
1  for  chocolate ;  1  for  paste ;  2  ice  factories ;  2  coope'rage  factories ;  2 
small  foundries;  1  brick  and  tile  factory;  11  factories  for  making 
lemonade  and  other  beverages;  and  5  printing  offices,  all  of  which, 
are  small  concerns. 

Declared  Exports  to  the  United  States. 

The  declared  value  of  exports  from  Martinique  to  the  United 
States  for  1916  was  made  up  from  the  shipments  of  goat  skins  valued 
at  $753;  sheep  skins,  $748;  lime  juice,  $270;  bay  oil," $2,640;  lime  oil. 
$241 ;  vamlla  beans.  $780— total,  $5,431.  Returned  American  goods 
amounted  to  $29a^TlisuiSi^rts  to  Porto  Eico  were  returned  empty 
casks j:iLU*e4jtrt-f?plpi;  The  ck^clared  exports  in  1915  were  $4,962. 
UWr-  '■■-    ■  '^      -'        ' 
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